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Nature Photo Contest AGES 8–10

Nature Photo Contest AGES 8 –10

 
“Dogbane Beetle”“This photo of a Dogbane beetle on a leaf really 

shows off the insect’s shiny, metallic colors. The 
fine lines of the leaf gently guide the viewer’s 
eyes toward the beetle. This also works like a natural frame, making the beetle stand out and allowing viewers to get a sense of just how 

small it is in its world.” —Angela Ledyard

FINALIST

AAYUSH
Age 10

FINALIST

FELIX
Age 8

FINALIST

LEO
Age 9

FINALISTANAIYAAge 9

FINALISTCHARLOTTEAge 9

FINALISTEMILIAAge 10

FINALIST

JAXON
Age 10

More than 1,800 young photographers entered The Week Junior’s fifth 
annual Nature Photo Contest this year, submitting striking images 

of landscapes, trees, flowers, and animals. Every photograph they sent 
in showed a clear appreciation of the natural world, as well as 
creativity, curiosity, and skill.The contest was divided into two categories: one for children ages 8 to 

10 and one for ages 11 to 14. It was judged by Editorial Director Andrea 
Barbalich, Creative Director Dean Abatemarco, Photo Editors Nataki 
Hewling and Lily Alt, and award-winning professional photographers Jesse 

Burke, Angela Ledyard, and Ami Vitale. The judges faced the difficult task of selecting 10 finalists in each age 
category, then a grand prize winner and two runners-up in each group. “We 
were so impressed with all the fantastic submissions that it was tough to 
narrow them down to the finalists and winners,” Abatemarco said. “The children 

showed so much creativity and love for nature in their work. Well done!”
“Home Is Where You Make It”

“Simon’s photograph brings the viewer right into the world of the grasshopper. 

The lighting is beautifully handled, revealing the intricate textures of the insect’s 

body, the delicate patterns on its wings, and its eyes that give the image a sense of 

personality. There’s a striking contrast between the sharp detail of the insect and 

the soft petals of the flowers. A combination of patience, careful observation, and 

technical skill turn a common insect into a memorable portrait.” —Ami Vitale

RUNNER-UP

HANNAH 
Age 10 

RUNNER-UP

JULIAN 
Age 10

“Woven Together”“From the angle of the spiderweb chosen by the photographer to the shimmering, fluorescent rainbow that vibrates throughout the entire photo, this image is truly magical. I feel as if I could be looking at a galaxy and outer space and not a spiderweb in the forest.” —Jesse Burke

Our contest winners!
GRAND  

PRIZE WINNER

SIMON 
Age 10

15

14

Nature Photo Contest AGES 11–14

Nature Photo Contest AGES 11–14

“Door Dash”

“Finn’s photograph 

captures a tender 

moment in the life 

of an adult swallow 

and its young. The 

blur of motion in 

the parent’s wings 

shows how quickly 

it moves during this 

‘dash’ to feed the 

baby. The angle of 

view makes it feel 

like we’re right there 

outside the nest, 

watching it happen. 

This wonderful 

shot tells a real-life 

nature story.”  

—Angela Ledyard

FINALIST

ALEXANDER
Age 14

FINALIST

MELODY
Age 14

FINALIST

HOGAN
Age 12

FINALIST

CHARLES
Age 13

FINALIST

DANIELLE
Age 13

“Escapades of a Caterpillar”

“The use of color in this image is striking. The  

depth of field allows the subject to really stand  

out from the background, creating a beautiful  

blurry palette behind it. The great experience of  

finding a special creature like the caterpillar  

is captured perfectly.” —Jesse Burke

RUNNER-UP
MYRA Age 12

FINALIST

OWEN
Age 14

GRAND  

PRIZE WINNER

FINN 
Age 11

“The Catch of the Day”

“This image shows the power and grace of an 

osprey in motion. The detail in the feathers and 

the sharpness of the eye capture the beauty 

and precision of this remarkable hunter. The 

ocean below adds texture and movement to 

the scene, making it feel alive and dynamic. 

Photographing an osprey in flight is no small 

challenge, requiring steady tracking and a keen 

understanding of timing.” —Ami Vitale

RUNNER-UP

MADISON
Age 11

FINALIST

TEDDY
Age 12
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How to enter
●	 Consider the judging criteria. Submissions will be judged on quality (clear, well-

composed photographs that aren’t blurry), originality (the use of creativity and imagination 
through the camera lens), and how well they reflect the nature theme and The Week Junior. 
Entries must be original and not generated or altered by artificial intelligence.

●	 Choose one photo to enter. Only one photograph per entrant is allowed.
●	 Fill out the form. With a parent, complete an entry form and submit it by July 28, 2026. 
●	� Enter the correct age group category. Children ages 8 to 10 will be judged in one 

category. Children ages 11 to 14 will be judged in another category. Winners will be 
selected from each category. The entry form for 8- to 10-year-olds is at tinyurl.com/
TWJUS-2026PhotoContest-8-10. The entry form for 11- to 14-year-olds is at 
tinyurl.com/TWJUS-2026PhotoContest-11-14.

NO PURCHASE OR SUBSCRIPTION NECESSARY. Open to legal residents of US, DC, Puerto Rico, US Virgin Islands, 8–14 
years. Professional artists are not eligible. Ends 11:59:59 p.m. ET 7/28/2026. Void where prohibited. See official rules 
at theweekjunior.com/photocontestrules. Sponsor: Future US LLC.

The deadline to enter is July 28! 

The winning images 
from last year’s contest

The judges
The Nature Photo Contest will be judged 
by Editorial Director Andrea Barbalich, 
Creative Director Dean Abatemarco,  
and Photo Editors Nataki Hewling and 
Lily Alt. The entries will also be judged  
by three award-winning professional 
photographers: Jesse Burke, Angela 
Ledyard, and Ami Vitale. 

The prize
The winning entries may be featured in an 
upcoming issue of The Week Junior.

Enter our Nature Photo Contest! 

Do you love taking photographs of plants, flowers, trees, and wildlife? When 
you’re outdoors, are you often trying to capture the amazing beauty of the 
natural world? If so, now is your chance to use your creativity, curiosity, and 
skills to enter The Week Junior’s annual Nature Photo Contest.


