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What’s the story?
Find a story to report on – something 
that people might not know about 
yet. Local events are a great place to 
start. What’s happening around where 
you live? What might local people be 
interested in reading about? It could 
be the closure of a youth club or the 
announcement that a new skate park 
will be built. Maybe a new theatre 
show or café is opening in town. 
Look at the local paper or community 
newsletter or noticeboard for ideas.

It’s all in the headline
All good news reports have a great 
headline. This is usually in eye-catching 
large text across the top of the article. 
Headlines must be short and snappy, 
and should give the reader a quick 
overview of what the story is about 
to draw them in. Often, journalists 
use alliteration in their headlines to 
make them read well. This is when 
two or more words start with the same 
sound. For example: “Community cries 
at church closure”. Aim to use as few 
words as possible. Include the fi ve “W”s

Who, what, when, where and why? 
These are the questions all good 
reporters ask and aim to answer in a 
news article. Gather this information 
before you start writing. These key facts 
should be included in the fi rst part of 
your report. You can expand on them 
and include other details that readers 
may be interested in later on in the 
report. Stick to reporting on facts that 
you can prove, unless you are quoting 
others people’s opinions.

Get someone on the record
If someone agrees to be put “on the 
record” it means they understand 
when they talk to you that what they 
say can be shared publicly. Before you 
interview someone, jot your questions 
on a notepad. To record their answers, 
you can write them down or use a voice 
recorder. To quote them in your report, 
use their full name and speech marks 
(“”). For example, Ann Zarka, a local 
resident, said, “We loved the food stalls 
at the May Festival”. Make sure your 
quotes are accurate.

How to write a news report
Holly King-Mand 

is a writer, 
presenter and 
campaigner for 
literacy (the ability 
to read and write), 
and has inspired 

thousands of children to love English 
lessons. Holly enjoys all forms of writing 
but here she has gathered her top tips 
for writing a news report.

News reports communicate new 
information to readers who want to 
know what is happening in the world. 
News can be about global topics or very 
local issues, and should focus on facts 
rather than opinions. Newspapers and 
news websites do publish opinions, 
but these are usually called “columns”, 
“opinion pieces” or “editorial”. 

News reports are written in the third 
person, so they use pronouns such as 
“he”, “she”, “it” or “they”. That’s because 
news reports aim to be as objective as 
possible (meaning not infl uenced by an 
individual’s feelings). 

Try writing your own news report 
using our tips below.
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Wri� en a report? Send it 

to hello@theweekju
nior.

co.uk and get a roving 

reporter badge.

Whether it’s serious or fun, 
news should be interesting.

Wri� en a report? Send it 

hello@theweekju
nior.

 and get a roving 
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start. What’s happening around where 

Who, what, when, where and why? 
These are the questions all good 
reporters ask and aim to answer in a 
news article. Gather this information 
before you start writing. These key facts 
should be included in the fi rst part of 
your report. You can expand on them 
and include other details that readers 
may be interested in later on in the 
report. Stick to reporting on facts that 
you can prove, unless you are quoting 
others people’s opinions.
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On 22 May, UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak stood 

outside 10 Downing Street (the Prime Minister’s 

home) in London in the pouring rain to announce that 

a general election will take place on 4 July.

What is a general election?
A general election is when the public 

chooses the country’s Members of 

Parliament (MPs) by a vote. MPs 

represent the public in the House 

of Commons – part of Parliament 

where laws are discussed 

and decided. In the Commons, 

MPs can ask questions of the 

Government. Most MPs represent a 

political party but some don’t and are called 

Independents. Each MP represents an area called 

a constituency. The UK has 650 constituencies. The 

party that gets the most MPs almost always becomes 

the Government and the leader of that 

party usually becomes Prime Minister. 

Was the news a surprise?
Yes. Sunak had to call an election 

soon because in the UK a 

Parliament can exist for no 

more than fi ve years between 

elections. The next election had 

to happen by 28 January 2025. 

However, most people, including 

MPs in Sunak’s Conservative Party, 

expected him to announce it later this 

year. Only the monarch (King or Queen) o�  cially has 

the power to call an election but the Prime Minister 

chooses the date. After the announcement, Sunak 

visited King Charles to get his permission to dissolve 

(end) Parliament. All Parliament business must stop 

25 working days (weekdays, not weekends) before the 

election. Parliament was dissolved on 30 May.

What has been said?
Sunak said one of his reasons for calling the election 

was a fall in the rate of infl ation (the speed at which 

prices for goods like food and energy go up). Sunak 

says he wants to build on this progress. Keir Starmer, 

the leader of the Labour Party, the biggest rival to the 

Conservatives, said his party is ready for the general 

election and that “it’s time for change”.
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The remains of elephant-like animals were 

often found in Siberia (a region of Russia). 

People called them mamont, based on a 

Siberian word meaning “earth horn”, because 

of their tusks. This became 

“mammoth” in 

English and is now 

also used as a 

word to mean huge.

MAMMOTH

THIS WEEK IN HISTORY

The north magnetic pole, the direction in which 

compasses point, was fi rst located 193 years ago by 

British naval o�  cer Sir James Clark Ross. Ross was 

searching for the Northwest Passage (a sea channel 

connecting the Atlantic and Pacifi c oceans in North 

Canada). The north magnetic pole is not the same 

as the North Pole (Earth’s northernmost point). It 

is always moving but now it is in the Arctic ocean, 

moving about 34 miles north-west per year. 

1 June 1831
The north magnetic pole is fi rst located

PM announces general election

In UK elections, each voter votes 

for one candidate in their local 

constituency. The candidate with 

the most votes becomes an MP 

and the party with the most MPs 

forms the Government. Some 

people say this system is best 

because it is easy to understand 

and there is a clear winner. 

Others argue it’s unfair because 

a party can get lots of votes but 

not have lots of MPs elected, and 

therefore not win the election.

Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak.

The UK’s voting system

HEIGHT
OF SUMMER 
This will be the fi rst 

general election to take 

place in July since

1945.

Ross locates the 
magnetic north.

Votes are 
counted.
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