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n 8 October, Israeli prime minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said his country was at war with
Hamas, a political and military group that controls an
area called Gaza. Many countries, including the UK,

describe Hamas as a terrorist organisation.

What happened?

On 7 October, Hamas fired thousands of rockets (a
type of bomb) towards Israeli towns and villages.
The rockets were launched from Gaza. Following
the rocket attacks, Hamas fighters entered Israeli
territory and attacked civilians (non-military people)
and soldiers. Israel’s government says the attack
killed more than 1,200 people and injured at least
another 2,700. The attack came as a total surprise.

What is Gaza?

Gaza is a 25-mile strip of land that lies between Israel
and Egypt beside the Mediterranean Sea. It has been
ruled by Hamas since 2007, when the group took
control. Gaza forms part of the Palestinian territories
—an area that once included Israel and, in the view of
some people, still does. There has been a long-
running conflict between Israel, some Palestinian
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Israel-Hamas conflict erupts

communities and some neighbouring countries over
who owns certain areas of land. The conflict has

claimed tens of thousands of lives over many decades
and has led to millions of people fleeing their homes.

Israel and Hamas have fought several wars before;
the last was in 2021. This is the most serious
outbreak of violence in many years.

How has Israel responded?

On 7 October, Israel launched air
attacks on Gaza. Authorities in
Gaza said these had killed more

GAZA
than 1,000 people and injured 8%
thousands. On 9 October, Israel
announced a total blockade

of Gaza, meaning it s strictly
limiting the resources and supplies,
including electricity, food and water,

that can enter and leave the area.

On 10 October, it was reported that at least
260,000 people in Gaza had had to leave their
homes. When The Week Junior was going to press on
11 October, Israeli soldiers were preparing to enter
Gaza in an attempt to defeat Hamas. Humanitarian

EGYPT

CWEST
Tel Aviv-O - }

ISRAEL

The region.

What to do if the news
is upsetting you

Itis normal to feel worried or
upset if you hear or see news
that is scary, like this. Make sure
you talk to a trusted adult such
as a parent, guardian or teacher
about it. Childline, a service that
supports young people, explains,
“It can really help to share your
feelings.” The Wellbeing feature
(page 19) in this week's issue
has advice on what you can do

to help you cope with worrying
news stories. Try to remember
that the reason events like these
are in the news is because they
are very unusual. Take a break

to focus on other, more positive
things, and have a look at
theweekjunior.co.uk/advice
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organisations are worried about the safety of civilians
in Gaza. Gaza is home to around 2.3 million people,
one million of whom rely on food aid every day.

How have world leaders responded?
UK Prime Minister Rishi Sunak, with the leaders
of France, Germany, Italy and the US,
; said, “The terrorist actions of Hamas

‘ ) have no justification [excuse]. Our
“BANK/ . . .
) countries will support Israel in
its efforts to defend itself.” An

" O Jerusalem
: Egyptian official told Associated
Press that more than two

tonnes of medical supplies had

been sent to Gaza and food

would be next. The UN, a group
of most of the world’s countries

that works for peace, has been giving
food to people sheltering in schools. On
9 October, the UN's head, Antdnio Guterres said, “I
urge all sides to allow UN access to deliver urgent
assistance to Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip.”
He also called for an end to the long-running conflict.
“It's time to end this vicious circle of hatred,” he said.
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Glitter gone as EU
bans microplastics

litter that is made using plastic will be banned in
the European Union (EU) from 15 October. The
EU is a group of 27 countries that work and trade
together. The EU is banning glitter to help protect the
environment. Glitter is made of plastic and coated
with materials that make it shiny. It is known as
a microplastic — tiny pieces of plastic that pollute
the environment and do not break down. Glitter is
sometimes used in make-up, nail varnish and toys.
Besides glitter, the EU has also banned materials
used on artificial (made by humans) sports pitches.
This is part of its plan to reduce microplastic pollution
by 30% before 2030.
Before the ban, Germany saw a sharp rise in sales
of glitter and glittery products as people raced to
get their hands on it. A German TV star called Sam

Dylan said he was “shocked” by the ban. “In my world,

everything has to glitter.” Several companies have
started making plastic-free glitter using plants and
minerals instead. One company has produced glitter
made of eucalyptus plants that it says will break
down harmlessly in the environment.

Microplastics
are banned.
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SHOWING OFF CONKER SKILLS

On 8 October, more than 250 people entered
this year's World Conker Championships.
Contestants use their own conker to strike
someone else’s and break it, according to
strict rules. This year’s conker champion,
Jasmine Tetley, won for the third time.
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Marathon runners smash records

O n 8 October, the world record for the fastest
marathon was broken by Kenyan runner Kelvin
Kiptum, with a time of two hours and 35 .
seconds. A marathon is a 26.2-mile race.
Kiptum achieved his new record
at the Chicago Marathon in the US.
He was 34 seconds faster than
the previous record, which was
set by athlete Eliud Kipchoge
in 2022. Kiptum also finished
the race nearly three and a half
minutes before anyone else.
After the marathon, he said,
"Aworld record was not in my
mind, but | knew one day I would do
it." Kiptum hopes to win a gold medal in the
marathon at the Paris 2024 Olympics.
The first woman to finish the race was Sifan

Hassan, who beat the course record for the Chicago
Marathon. Her time of two hours, 13 minutes and 44
seconds was the second-fastest in women's
history. This was only the second
official marathon that she has
competed in. She said, “This is
just the beginning.”
Both Kiptum and Hassan
wore a new style of Nike
trainers that are not yet
on sale to the public. This
has raised concerns about how
winning marathons isn't just
about how fast an athlete can run,
but also what kind of shoes they are
wearing. Rules about shoes were introduced
in 2022. Companies such as Adidas and Nike
compete to create shoes that boost performance.

Hassan

ALOST TURTLE

A turtle who washed up on a Scottish beach
in January 2022 has finally been sent home,
released into the Atlantic Ocean 1,700 miles
away. lona was very unwell when she was
found but was nursed back to health over
18 months at an aquarium in England. She
is wearing a special tag so researchers can
monitor her behaviour in the wild.
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UNICORN LOVERS
Unicornfest in Bristol, England, has raised
more than £140,000 for a cancer charity called
Leukaemia Care. Local artists painted the 60
unicorns on show around the city, along with
40 foal sculptures designed by schools and
community groups. The displays are part of the
city’s 650th birthday celebrations.

lona the turtle
_ heads home.
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