UK news

Sunak meets students
at a Jewish school.

\
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Many families will have relatives
and friends, or belong to
communities, who are affected
by the conflict. People in your
school could be feeling upset or
scared. Be kind and respectful
and do not repeat anything that
could be hurtful or upsetting.
It's also important to be aware
that there is lots of inaccurate
information circulating on social
media. Ensure you use trusted
news outlets that give reliable
news and information. If you're
finding the news upsetting visit
theweekjunior.co.uk/advice

UK responds to Mlddle East conflict

n 16 October the Prime Minister, Rishi

Sunak, visited a Jewish school in
London to show support for the UK's
Jewish community as fighting
continues between Israeli forces
and Hamas in Gaza (see page 2).
Jewish people make up most of
Israel’s population and the UK is
home to around 300,000 Jews. )

Since the start of the
conflict, UK police have reported a rise in
antisemitism. Antisemitism is unkind and
unfair treatment of people because they are
Jewish. Itis a form of racism. Several Jewish
schools closed on 13 October because they
were worried about the safety of their pupils.
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Animation is creating moving images. It's
used in cartoons, films (like Chicken Run) and
video games. It's based on the Latin anima
(“breath”) which
Romans used to
describe a person'’s life
and spirit. Animations
“breathe life” into the

A

characters on screens. B L

A protester called
for peace.

What did Sunak say?
*  Sunak told students that the
€9 Government would stand
with the Jewish community
\ and do “everything in our
\ power” to keep Jewish
people in the UK safe. In a
speech to parliament on 16
October, Sunak said that this
is an anxious time for British
Muslims too. Muslims make up a
large part of the population of Gaza.

What is the UK Government doing?
It has sent military supplies to help Israel defend itself
against Hamas. The Prime Minister announced £10

million worth of support — such as food, water and
shelter — for the people of Gaza. The Government
says it is committed to helping the people of Gaza,
while “standing with the people of Israel against the
terrorist group Hamas".

How has the public responded?

Vigils were held across the UK for the victims of
Hamas's attack. People came together to light
candles, pray and sing. In cities including London,
Manchester and Glasgow, protesters gathered to
show support for Palestinian people trapped in the
conflict. On 17 October, Christian, Jewish and Muslim
leaders stood together and called for peace between
the Jewish and Muslim communities, who have long
lived together in the UK as friends.
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Elizabeth Anionwu’s nursing first

In 1979, Elizabeth Anionwu became the first UK
nurse to specialise in blood conditions called sickle
cell and thalassaemia. People who have them often
need specialist care throughout their lives. In 1979,
Anionwu was also one of the people responsible for
setting up the UK's first centre dedicated to treating
sickle cell. In 2017, Anionwu was given a damehood
(a special honour awarded by the King or Queen)
for her services to nursing over many decades.

Professor Dame
Elizabeth Anionwu.
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