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BRIEFLY: Quick Questions & Ideas To Engage Students

. What did the students of Wellesley College vote on last week in a non-binding referendum? Why is this vote significant?
What has been the response from the administration and alumni?

. Why do you think all women or all men’s colleges exist? Should they exist?

. What are your thoughts on this news story?

Wellesley, Mass:
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1. What do you know about the dangers of Fentanyl?

2. Why do you think so many people, especially teens, are dying from Fentanyl-laced drugs?

3. How would you summarize this news story? Why is it so important for you to know about events that happen in other
countries?

4. What, if anything, could the short- and long-term positive and negative impacts be of a State Department travel warning
about Mexico?

Cabo San Lucas:
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1. What do you think this story is about, based on its headline?

2. What does research reveal about the “extraordinary rise of teen mental illness”?

3. What factors do you believe most contribute to the rise in teen mental illness?

4. Do you believe your generation faces more, less, or the same amount of pressure as your parents’ generation to get
good grades and high test scores? Explain your answer.

When teens have no
time for fun:
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FEATURE OF THE WEEK: The Cover

1. Describe the illustration on this week’s cover.

2. What story from this week’s issue does the cover image represent?

3. What do you think the illustrator’s point of view is about this news story?

4. What techniques does the illustrator use to represent his or her point of view?

Invite students to look at this week’s cover and answer the questions.




MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #1:
Based on the article, “Biden proposes budget that spends more and taxes the rich’ (p. 5)

raft, revenue, national debt, breaching, debt ceiling, recession, partisan, unprecedented, unsustainable, nonsensical,
imminent, tsunami, catastrophe, ballooning interest

VOCABULARY

1. What role should the federal government play in the U.S. economy?

P 2. How does the federal budget impact your life?

1. Challenge students to guess how much the US government has spent so far in 2023 to ensure the well-being of the
people of the United States. Have them go here to learn the answer.

2. Write the following terms on separate signs, and hang those signs around the room: administration of justice;
agriculture; commerce, community and transportation; defense; education; government functions; healthcare; income
security; interest on the debt; international affairs; natural resources, energy, and the environment; science, space and
technology; social security; and Veterans benefits. Ask students if they know what the terms represent. Explain that each
is a spending category that is part of the federal budget. Explain that there are two types of spending in the federal
budget: mandatory spending which is determined by law and cannot be changed as part of the annual process; and

DO discretionary spending which officials can change as part of the annual budgeting process. They can learn more about
each category here.

3. Invite student groups to create a two-column table that has each spending category listed in the first column and a
blank box in the second column. Distribute 100 pennies or small pieces of candy to each group. Explain that each penny
or piece of candy represents 1% of the federal budget. Challenge them to distribute the pennies or candy according to
what percent of the budget they think should be allocated. So, if they think Social Security should receive 10% of our
federal budget, they would put 10 pennies or pieces of candy in the second column next to Social Security.

4. Invite each group to present and justify its allocations. Invite spirited debate. Invite them to compare their funding
allocations with the actual allocations in recent federal budgets.

EXTEND Invite students to learn more about the federal budget process.

MAIN ACTIVITY OF THE WEEK #2:

Based on articles of students’ choice from throughout the issue

VOCABULARY |Constitution, amendment, right, preamble, law, amendment, founder

1. Why was the U.S. Constitution amended after it was written?

Dl 2. Which amendment do you most value, and why? How would your life be different if that amendment had not been ratified?

1. Write the word, “amendment,” and ask students if they know what it means. Explain that an amendment is a change to a
document. Ask students if they know how many amendments there have been to the U.S. Constitution. Explain that there
were 10 original amendments in the Bill of Rights. There have since been 17 additional amendments. Ask students why they
think our nation needed to amend the Constitution. Explain that the Founders knew that, as our country grew and times
changed, it would need a mechanism in place to stay relevant to the needs of the U.S. citizens. So they provided that
mechanism in Article V of the Constitution. The Constitution provides two methods for making amendments. The U.S.
Congress can pass a bill setting out a proposed amendment by a vote of two thirds in each body. Or a constitutional

DO convention can be convened by a vote of two thirds of the state legislatures, which will propose one or more amendments.
(This has never happened.) The amendments only become effective after being ratified by 3/4 of the states.

2. Invite student groups to review all 27 amendments and to summarize each one into 10 words or less. Then, challenge
them to explain why, if at all, each amendment is important and still relevant.

3. Challenge the groups to identify five amendments they think impact their lives the most and the five that are most
significant to our nation as a whole.

4. Finally, challenge students to identify articles from this week’s issue that represent or relate to as many amendments as
possible.

Invite students to imagine that they have been asked to write a 28th amendment, based on our nation’s current needs. What

=aE would they select, and why?

* Note : On your computer or mobile device, click or tap blue links to access linked content. Visit www.theweek.com/teachers to see all our lesson guides.


https://fiscaldata.treasury.gov/americas-finance-guide/federal-spending/
https://www.usa.gov/budget
https://www.thebalancemoney.com/u-s-federal-budget-breakdown-3305789
https://www.nationalpriorities.org/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/spending/
https://www.nationalpriorities.org/budget-basics/federal-budget-101/federal-budget-process/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/article-5/
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments
http://www.theweek.com/teachers

