This week’s big news
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A Ietter from Israel

Misha'el
and Neriya.

“We are Misha'el and Neriya
and we enjoy reading The Week
Junior. We live in Jerusalem,
Israel. There are lots of air raid
sirens, missiles and rockets.

We don't have school at the
moment. Because it is difficult to
live in the south and places close
to Gaza, we and many other
families who live in quieter areas
have offered to host families
from the south so they can have
some peace and quiet. Many
people have volunteered to help
in lots of ways. We are hoping
that everything will quieten
down soon and we will go back
into routine.”

—

Calls for calm in Middle East

nternational efforts are being made to stop fighting

in the Middle East, after a violent terror attack on
people in Israel on 7 October. The attack was carried
out by Hamas, which is considered to be a terrorist
organisation by many countries including the UK and
US. Hamas controls Gaza — a 25-mile strip of land that
lies between Israel and Egypt.

How did the conflict start?

On 7 October, Hamas fired thousands of rockets (a
type of bomb) into Israel from Gaza. Hamas fighters
entered Israeli territory, attacked soldiers and civilians
and took many people back to Gaza as hostages
(prisoners). Hamas says it is holding 250 hostages.
More than 1,400 people, including children, were
killed in the attack. There has been conflict over land
in the region for a long time but this attack was by far
the deadliest in many years. Israel responded with air
attacks and a total blockade of Gaza, which means it
is strictly limiting the resources and supplies that can
enter or leave the area.

What has happened since?
On 13 October, Israel’'s government warned civilians

in northern Gaza to move south to escape fighting.
Many people fled and the south Gazan city of Khan
Younis, which is usually home to around 400,000
people, is now hosting more than one million. The
blockade means that food, water, fuel and medicine
are running out throughout Gaza. Since 7
October, more than 3,300 people have
been killed in Gaza. Many
governments and charities have
called for Hamas and Israel to
ensure that no more civilians
(non-military people) are hurt.

What is being done to help
people affected?

US politician Antony Blinken has
visited Israel twice and promised to
support the country’s right to “defend
itself and to defend its people”. He visited
nearby countries too, including Jordan and Egypt,
and told them that the US and Israel have agreed to
develop a plan to allow aid to reach Gaza. Lorries
carrying aid such as blankets, food, medicines and
water are waiting to enter Gaza at the Rafah border

People load aid
for Gaza.

crossing in Egypt. The aid has been sent by charities
and the UN (a group of most of the world's countries
that works for peace).

What has been said?
On 12 October, the charity Save the Children
released a statement saying, “Children
have the right to a life free from
violence and to live in peace —no
matter where they are born,
or where they live.” On 15
October, Antonio Guterres,
head of the UN, said Hamas
must release its hostages and
Israel must let aid into Gaza.

What is happening now?

As The Week Junior went to press on
18 October, Hamas and Israel were continuing
to fire rockets at each other and Israeli fighters were
preparing to enter Gaza in order to fight Hamas. The
Egypt-Gaza border was closed, and the US president
Joe Biden had just arrived in Israel for a meeting to try
to calm the situation.
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