THR%E@(IZEOOLS The big debate

Should rohots have rights?

As robots become more human-like, do we need to make sure they are well treated?

Robots can act
as though they
have emotions.

@ Robots will soon be doing many more
jobs in our daily lives and some of them
will look and behave like humans.

® Members of the European Parliament
(politicians who make laws for EU
countries) have recently proposed
rules on how we should deal
with robots as they
become more
intelligent.

@ Artificial
Intelligence (Al) is
when a machine,
like a robot, can
adoptintelligent,
human-like behaviour.
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R obots already do lots of jobs, such asmakingcar ~ Robots are just wires and circuits Robot rights are good for society
parts or detonating bombs. Robot technology is If robots had rights, it would imply that they are as If a machine looks and behaves like a human, it
progressing fast and machines will soon be used in important as people, but they aren’t. Robots are not deserves to have rights like a human. We give animals
other roles, for example, to teach schoolchildrenandto  living beings — they are made of wires, circuits and rights so they are not treated cruelly — why should
perform surgery in hospitals. Not only do some robots ~ computer programs. They don’t suffer or feel pain so it robots be treated any differently? Acting humanely and
now look like people but they also act as if they have doesn't matter how they are treated. They have been treating others respectfully helps our society run
emotions. Some can even laugh and cry. It's possible invented by humans to make our lives easier. If they smoothly. Besides, if a robot played a part in your daily
that at some point in the future, robots could actually were given rights, they could become less useful. We life, you may begin to care about it, as you would a pet.
become more intelligent than us. As a result, members  may have to stop using them for dangerous jobs like Young children may not understand the difference
of the European Parliament have now proposed rules bomb disposal, for instance. Some people believe that between a human and a lifelike robot, so if a robot was
for robot makers. They say that robots should be robots could become more intelligent than humans. hit or destroyed, it would be upsetting for them to see.
designed so that they will not hurt a human. They They could refuse to obey our instructions, turn on us It could also give children the impression that this sort
should also have a kill switch so they can be shutdown  and even threaten our survival as a species. Professor of behaviour is acceptable towards humans. In the
if they become dangerous. Some people think that,as  Stephen Hawking, the famous scientist, has warned future, robots may be so advanced that they can feel
robots become more like humans, they should have that this could really happen. If robots had rights, we pain so it’s better to give them rights now, to prevent
rights; for example, they should not be hit or kicked. would have less control over them. them from being ill-treated in the future.
should have rights should not have rights To find out what ev eryone
If robots look like humans and behave like Robots do not have real emotions or feel pain, iS Voting on this week visit:
humans they should be treated like humans. so it does not matter how we treat them. A
theweekjunior.co.uk/polls

We should treat everything, including robots, Robots have been invented to help us -

with respect because it is better for our if they have rights, they may not be as useful

society that way. tous.

We may grow to care for some robots and Giving robots rights could put us in a weaker

could get upset if they are treated badly. position if they become more intelligent.

Each week we ask our readers to vote in our The Big debate poll. You can find out
what we’re voting on at the moment by visiting theweekjunior.co.uk/polls.
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