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How to...

yas & utumn is a great time to get your
home cosy but did you know that

bugs like to snuggle up when it gets
cold too? In fact, insects and other
minibeasts seek out shelter all year
round, to avoid bad weather, hide from
predators or raise their young. Help
your local minibeasts by building a bug
hotel in your garden or any outside
area. In autumn, nature provides all the
things you need to make brilliant bug
blankets, from dead leaves to pine
cones. Beetles, centipedes and
woodlice love decaying wood; solitary
bees lay their eggs in hollow stems;
and ladybirds like hiding in dry leaves.
Take a bag with you on a walk and see
if you can collect some good materials
(but wash your hands carefully
afterwards). Then have a go at creating
your very own luxury
five-star bug hotel.

Find or make a structure

You can make a bug hotel out of
anything. It should face outwards — not
up to the sky because it could fill with
water when it rains. Old wooden boxes
or pallets are perfect, or you could
reuse unwanted old furniture. It's a
good idea if you have layers (a bit like
different floors) in your hotel. You could
also build from scratch by stacking
bricks and bits of wood on top of each
other, or building a pile of logs. Don't
stack too high and make sure the
structure is secure and won't fall over.

Choose a suitable site

Ask an adult before you plan the
project, so that they can help you find a
suitable spot. Ideally you want a flat,
level area where the ground is firm, so
that your bug hotel will be stable. If you
grow vegetables in your garden, don't
put your hotel too close to them in case
it attracts any bugs that eat the plants.
Some minibeasts like cool, damp
conditions, while others prefer the
warmth of the sun. To cater for as many
guests as possible, put your hotel
somewhere where it gets both.
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Head to theweekiunior.co.uklactivityh’ub for more crafts and recipes.

Gather material and fill gaps
Look around trees for dead twigs,
leaves, strips of bark, moss and pine
cones. Gather dried grass and stems
—especially hollow ones. Hollow
bamboo cane cut into pieces is like a
sleeping bag for a bug. You can also
add bricks, stones, tiles and even old
terracotta plant pots. Loosely stuff gaps
in your structure with your materials.
The idea is that your hotel has lots of
nooks and crannies for bugs to crawl
into. You want crevices that are dry and
off the ground to protect your guests.
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Bug hotels are full of v
nooks and crannies.

WARNING! [t

Ask an adult for [ @&

Permission before
you get Started.

Add finishing touches

Make sure your bug hotel has some
kind of waterproof roof or a solid top to
keep the rain out as much as possible. If
you want, you can name your bug hotel
and create a sign to hang up outside it.
You could name it after yourself, the
location or the minibeasts you want to
attract. Perhaps it's a luxury ladybird
lodge, a moth motel or an insect inn.
Keep an eye on your bug hotel and see
if you can spot any guests that have
checked in. After a week or two,
hopefully you'll spy some critters.
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